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SPEAKER ABSTRACT  

First name and Last name: Jens Zvirgzdgrauds 

Name of the organisation: EU Committee of the Regions 

 

Short description of the organisation:  

The EU Committee of the Regions (CoR) is the voice of Europe's local and regional authorities in the EU's 

policy process. The CoR carries out consultative work drawing up opinions on EU policy guidelines and 

legislative proposals within a range of areas relevant for local and regional authorities, such as energy, 

the environment, climate change  and regional policy. It seeks the empowerment of local and regional 

authorities in terms of resources and governance for the implementation of EU policy.  

 

Short CV:  

• Jens Zvirgzdgrauds (born in 1971) - Policy Officer for energy policy and satellite policy at the EU 

Committee of the Regions in Brussels. 

• International publications and academic conference presentations since 2001 on EU's 

environmental policy and economics of regional development. 

• Previous experience includes management of environmental investment projects in Latvia, 

consultancy on regional development, teaching and ongoing PhD research. 

• EU official in Brussels since 2003. Master's degree in International Business Management from 

the University of South Denmark in Odense (1996.) 

 

Title of presentation: EU Policy Problems - Smart Grids: local and regional perspectives  

Abstract:  

The EU Committee of the Regions is providing its input into the EU's energy policy design based on a 

constant dialogue between authorities and stakeholders and on a considerable overview of best practice 

projects.  

The CoR holds the view that in order to pave the way out of the crisis, EU regulation and funding 

schemes must increase support for local and regional energy efficiency and ensure the leadership of 

public authorities with ambitious and visible investment plans in public infrastructures and buildings. 

In many countries, pilot projects for smart grids have just only been completed, or are still in progress,  

and the full market potential still remains to be developed. Outside of the EU, Japan and South Corea 

are cooperating with the US on smart grids, China and India are rapidly following the lead. 

In contrast, in my own country, Latvia, hit hardly by the crisis and subsequent macroeconomic policies, 

an EU research and development pilot project is currently running from 2011 to 2014 with the aim to 

test technologies for smart homes and with a particular focus on energy efficiency. The possibilities to 

use shared metering infrastructure for additional services are being explored.   
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The projects hope to motivate and empower consumers inducing a change of behavior towards more 

responsible habits of energy use. The ambition is interactive and communicative grids, which will 

hopefully respect personal data protection standards (an outstanding challenge?). 

Meanwhile, three months ago, the EU has launched its Smart Cities and communities initiative. This 

requires local capacity to design and implement policies, standards and regulation, attract finance, 

develop business models and deploy technical solutions adapted to a variety of local regional 

specificities across the EU. 

The CoR has in particular stressed the value of integrated cross-sector sustainable energy policies for 

rural areas, encompassing both energy efficiency in buildings transport, etc, and decentralised 

production of renewable energy.  

The CoR has required the EU and national decision makers to ensure that priority is given to the 

integration of renewable energy, produced at local level, into the distribution network thus making 

distribution infrastructure more intelligent (smart grids), a prerequisite for effective competition that 

can deliver real benefits to final consumers.  

In conclusion, more flexible governance is needed to fully tap the local potential for energy savings and 

decentralised renewables production and distribution, as well as intelligent demand management,  

involving and motivating not only national authorities and big business, but especially local and regional 

stakeholders and small and medium sized companies to set encompassing sector specific policies and 

targets. We believe that local authorities should continue to benefit from simplified access to funding 

from the European Investment Bank (EIB) for sustainable energy purposes. Priority should be given to 

projects that integrate energy efficiency and renewable energy for the purpose of sustainable territorial 

development. Other financial instruments should be put to use as well, and public private partnerships 

in this area should be further incentivised. 


