
 

 

Opening – Local Renewables Conference 2014 

 

Dear Prof. Haag, dear honorable Mayors, dear esteemed participants – and 

particularly those coming from afar, dear friends! 

Thank you, Prof. Haag, for our warm welcome and also to the co-hosting cities 

of Freiburg and Lörrach for so warmly receiving the participants to Local 

Renewables 2014. 

Local Renewables 2014 opens 

• 1 day before the EU Council decides on the Climate & Energy policy 2030 

• exactly 1 month following the remarkable demonstration of will at the 

NYC climate summit to catalyse action showing the power of cooperating 

communities 

• 1 week before UNFCCC will issue its latest synthesis report, 27-31 

October 2014, Copenhagen, Denmark 

• 1 month before CoP 20 in Lima/Peru, being the switch-stand for the 

nations positioning and collaboration leading up to Paris. Aim of cities: 

Adoption of Lima Programme of Action for Cities and Subnationals. 

• 1 year before CoP 21 in Paris – quite allegoric numbering, this, as decisive 

for the forthcoming post-Kyoto global climate regime navigating us 

through the 21
st

 century 

No doubt, the UNFCCC will confirm the reality of climate change, the increased 

level of GHG emissions and concentration of particles in the atmosphere, the 



high risk to not meet the 2° C target, globally, the increase of frequency and 

severity already experienced consequences of climate change, and the need for 

action at all levels. 

Some doubts about the potential to achieve agreements of politically binding 

targets at global level despite all good intentions and commitments done by 

high-level politicians and decision makers expressis verbis. 

By tomorrow, October 23
rd

, the heads of state at the EU Council meeting will 

decide on: 

• a 40% emissions reduction target by 2030, while confirming the 2050 

target agreed by EU leaders in 2009 of 80-95% emission reductions.  

• a target of “at least” 27% renewable energy in 2030.  

• a 30% energy efficiency target, particularly relevant for improving the 

EU’s energy security 

The proposed EU climate & energy targets present a slight modification from 

what has been initially proposed by the Commission, by eg. including a target 

on energy efficiency. However, the proposals have widely been accused for 

being far too little ambitious and risk to be loosing its leading role in globally 

climate policy, thus, its credibility towards developing countries.  

The ICLEI European Regional Executive Committee following a debate on the 

impacts on local and regional governments still took a position for much more 

ambitious and politically binding targets. As climate and energy transition calls 

for strong cooperation with multiple stakeholders, ICLEI in addition has issued 

joined calls for action with the leading EU city networks, EU environmental 

NGO’s and the private sector, all joining the choire calling for higher ambitions, 

more support to cities and regions and other actors in their energy transition 

activities, a strong multi-level governance framework, fair share of burden and 



benefits of the transition, and its strong foundation in the principles of 

sustainable development. 

Globally, the NYC climate summit confirmed the important role of the local and 

regional level in implementing climate ambitions based on transitions to 

renewable energies. To this end, UNFCCC recognized and partnered up with 

the Compact of Mayors, launched by city networks including UCLG – the Union 

of Cities and Local Governments, C40 – a climate network of globally leading 

cities and ICLEI as an unprecedented initiative that aims to consolidate and 

amplify cities’ commitments to cut emissions, measure progress and prepare 

for the impacts of climate change. The aim is for cities to share their climate 

actions using the carbonn Climate Registry and to enable the compilation of 

data through existing national, regional, global city reporting platforms – eg. 

the Covenant of Mayors - and join with other cities in Paris. This will be an 

impressive demonstration to the world what cities can contribute to global 

targets. Unlike in other regions, for European cities, the Covenant of Mayors 

platform exists and should continue to be used to place contributions, i.e. no 

separate mechanism is intended to be established. 

On the implementation, we currently witness varied trends: 

The desertec project with its vision to establish REN in the Sahara-region to 

harvest sun-power is announced to stop before implementation. The biggest 

investors have pulled out, leaving only some activities to advice national 

governments in the MENA-region in regard of their own plans based on the 

collected knowledge in regard eg. of good spots for implementation. 

A large German technology provider that supported Desertec has announced 

to also pull out of energy efficient household devices and invest in fracking 

technology, instead. 



The Commission has agreed on a long-term subsidizing strategy for the British 

Hinkley Point C Nuclear power plant, guaranteeing a price on from initially 11.7 

to 35.5 cent / KWh by 2058, whilst wind energy in Germany, for instance, is 

supported by currently 8.9 cent, decreasing. 

The big oil companies extend their activities to explore and exploit 

unconventional, high-risk gas & oil reserves, needed as guarantee for their 

shareholders promising a quicker return on investment than REN would 

provide.   

The oil price, due to the presently available amount in the market following this 

strategy and other factors despite the globally shrinking total available reserve, 

is currently at a multi-year baisse. 

The German Energiewende is still matter to strong debate at national level and 

challenged by political, technological, infrastructural, financial and societal 

challenges. 

Despite all this, the IEA in their recently published Market analysis and forecast 

to 2020 came to the following conclusions: 

• In 2013, new renewable power capacity expanded at its fastest pace to 

date. Globally, renewable generation was estimated on par with that 

from natural gas.  

• Over the medium term, renewables face a transition period (Despite 

strong anticipated generation growth, new generation, capacity 

additions and investment in renewable power are all expected to level 

off through 2020) with Biofuels for transport and renewable energy use 

for heating and cooling face slower growth and persistent policy 

challenges. 



• Even with growing competitiveness of REN, policies remain vital to 

stimulating investment in capital - intensive renewable. (Scaling up 

deployment to higher levels would require stable, long-term policy 

frameworks and market design that prices the value of renewables to 

energy systems and increases power system flexibility to ensure system 

adequacy with greater variable renewables.) 

Ban Ki Moon suggested that “the road to sustainability runs through the 

world’s towns and cities. By building sustainable towns and cities, you will build 

global sustainability” (ICLEI, Global Town Hall, Rio de Janeiro, 2012). 

It is this perspective that forms a focus of the Local Renewables Series to assess 

local and regional options to act on REN: 

• Established management and governance routines – SEAP 

• Available technologies – individual buildings, district, city level, incl. grid 

and storage solutions (refer Smart Cities) 

• Innovative financing – including shared and civic economy solutions and 

re-municipalisation of energy services 

• Innovative procurement 

• Integrated nexus-approaches connecting previously separated municipal 

sectors and services 

  

This also will be the focus of Local Renewables 2014. But we will focus not just 

on the ‘savings potential’, ie. the consumer side, but at the potential for closing 

value chains between cities and regions to become productive, i.e. to transfer 

the concept of prosumerism from individual to cities and regions. We will 

 

• To exchange on how cities and regions can optimize collaboration with 

stakeholders 



• To evaluate the potential of technological innovations and integration 

incl. solar cooling, waste-to-energy and water-food-energy nexus 

solutions 

• To analyse cost and benefits and public and private financing solutions 

and meaningful financing partnerships for local action  

 

On behalf of ICLEI, I would like to thank the co-hosting cities of Freiburg and 

Lörrach to making this year’s Local Renewables 2014 a truly ‘Regional 

Renewables’ providing the opportunity to experience regional energy 

cooperation! 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the 6
th

 edition of Local Renewables is on its way!  


