


� A consultative body that gives 

representatives of Europe's

socio-occupational interest groups

and others a formal platform to 

express their points of views on EU express their points of views on EU 

issues.

Mr Van Oorschot speaking in a Plenary Session of 

the EESC.



� Research questions

◦ What is the level of involvement of 

civil society in the implementation of the 

RED?

◦ Do national and regional regulatory 

frameworks support renewable energy frameworks support renewable energy 

generation by civil society?

� Outputs

◦ Report outlining strategies and 

measures that empower the 

development of civic energy



� Desk research 

� Interviews with key stakeholders

� Missions to Member States selected to include a balanced 

geographical representation of the EU and represent different 

starting points and levels of implementation of the RED:

◦ Germany: 11 to 13 March 2014

◦ Poland: 7 to 9 April 2014

◦ France: 23 to 24 April 2014

◦ United Kingdom: 5 to 7 May 2014

◦ Lithuania: 13 to 15 May 2014

◦ Bulgaria: 14 to 16 July 2014



� Civic energy consists of 

decentralized, small renewable 

energy generating units connected 

or not to the main grid and often 

located close to point of 

consumption, owned or operated by consumption, owned or operated by 

citizens, communities, local 

authorities, charities, NGOs, 

farmers, cooperatives or SMEs, thus 

creating a new stream of value that 

can stay within the region.

Ownership distribution of installed RE capacity for power 

production in Germany (2012).

Source: Blog "German Energy Transition"



Study findings



� To increase acceptance of renewable energy facilities and infrastructure 

by affected communities

� To unlock funds needed to accelerate energy transition and meet the 

renewable energy targets

� To decrease the costs associated with the energy transition which, in any 

case, “do not differ substantially from the costs that will be incurred in any case, “do not differ substantially from the costs that will be incurred in any 

event because of the need to renew an aging energy system, rising fossil 

fuel prices and adherence to existing climate and energy policies.” 

European Commission, COM(2014)15

� To promote community development and fight energy poverty

� To stimulate job creation



� What should be done

◦ Governments should enact stable and coherent policy 

frameworks to reduce risks and stimulate investments

◦ Policies should be monitored and reviewed with the active 

involvement of civil society (e.g. through the European Energy 

Dialogue)Dialogue)

◦ Long-term support contracts with producers are needed. No 

retroactive changes!

◦ Targets should be set at the national, regional and local levels of 

governance



� What should be done

◦ Governments should adopt simple, fast, transparent and 

affordable administrative procedures

◦ The EESC recommends the creation of one-stop shops to offer 

guidance and take care of paper work



� What should be done

◦ Governments should implement support schemes that specifically 

target civic energy

◦ Feed-in tariffs should be the main form of support for civic renewable 

energy

◦ Electricity and heat power of the magnitudes of civic energy should be 

exempted from tendersexempted from tenders

◦ Producers of civic energy should also be entitled to

net-metering

◦ The Guidelines on State aid for Environmental Protection and Energy 

2014-2020 should be clarified as per above

◦ Governments must ensure that the costs of support mechanisms are 

justly distributed



� What should be done

◦ Governments should invest in infrastructure to prevent it from limiting 

the expansion of renewable energy

◦ Costs and waiting times must be reasonable and system operators 

should face penalties in case of non-compliance

◦ Electricity from renewable sources should be granted priority 

dispatching over fossil and nuclear power

◦ Continued research and support is needed to improved load levelling 

through better coordination among transmission system operators, smart 

grids, and enhanced storage technologies



� Civic energy is crucial for the successful transition to a low carbon economy

� The EU and its Member States should make civic renewable energy a policy 

priority

� The enormous collective potential of civic renewable energy remains largely 

untapped

� Renewable energy policy, including its impacts on energy costs, should be � Renewable energy policy, including its impacts on energy costs, should be 

designed and implemented in continuous dialogue with civil society

� Vast investments on grids are needed to prevent the deployment of 

renewable energy from slowing down

� Better network and demand side management will be instrumental in load 

levelling and dealing with the intermittence of some renewables

� The social consequences of the energy transition must be addressed


