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ICLEI Conference – October 2014 – 

Deputy Mayor – City of Tirana : Prof. Nevila Xhindi 

Dear mayors and representatives of cities and regions, 

Dear ladies and gentlemen, 

It is my great honor and pleasure to address you here at the Conference Local Renewables 2014 - 

Regional development through energy transition as the  Deputy Mayor of the City of Tirana and 

on behalf of the Cities of Zagreb, Podgorica, Skopje and Sarajevo and congratulate you on the 

successful organization of the Conference. 

Dear ladies and gentlemen, 

The increased emission of carbon gases, global warming and climate change are imperative 

global issues and they present a dangerous threat to various aspects of life and development on 

Earth. 

The humanity’s concerns for climate change, increased energy consumption, increased 

dependence on importation of fossil fuels and their harmful effects on the environment and 

economy are deep and realistic.  

Croatia, Montenegro, Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Albania are in a relatively 

unfavorable position regarding energy. The consumption of energy is increasing year after year, 

and the pressure to increase the energy prices is growing as well as the importation of energy. 

The situation requires faster and more efficient responses at the local and national levels, as well 

as more intense cooperation and synergy at the regional and international scene. 

Acknowledging the need for taking over the responsibilities and recognizing the leading role of 

capital cities in the fight against climate change, the cities of Podgorica, Skopje and Sarajevo 

have adopted the initiative of the City of Zagreb to join the Covenant of Mayors and to realize a  

joint project “The Development of Systems for Energy Management- Capital Cities Initiative 

(CCI)” with the cooperation of the City of Freiburg and the support of the German Ministry for 

Economic Development and Cooperation represented by the German International Cooperation 

(GIZ).  
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During the realization of the project the cities of Podgorica, Skopje and Sarajevo have joined the 

Covenant of Mayors and, in cooperation with the City of Zagreb, established the relevant internal 

organizational structures, developed the Action Plans for Sustainable Energy Development by 

2020, prepared and implemented some of the energy efficiency measures, encouraged the usage 

of renewable energy sources and ecologically acceptable fuels with the goal of reducing the 

emissions of carbon fuels and environmental protection. The cities have also exchanged their 

experiences, created the models of mutual cooperation at the regional level and encouraged other 

cities to take action in their countries and throughout South East Europe. 

Encouraged by positive experiences and exceptional mutual cooperation of all participants, the 

cooperation was continued on the new project The Creation of Network of Sustainable Capital 

Cities in South East Europe. In the framework of this project the cities of Zagreb, Podgorica, 

Sarajevo and Skopje sent a call for cooperation to the cities of Belgrade and Tirana.  

The City of Tirana, as the capital city of the Republic of Albania and signatory of the Covenant 

of Mayors has an obligation and responsibility to provide maximum support for and to undertake 

the appropriate measures in order to realize energy savings, implement energy efficiency 

measures, encourage the use of renewable energy sources and environmentally friendly fuels as 

well as to provide professional support and help to all local and regional associations that show 

interest in the said topics.  

As per definition of the Covenant of Mayors, the Municipality of Tirana (MoT)  has prepared  

with the friendly assistance of the GiZ and collegues from Zagreb the Sustainable Energy Action 

Plan (SEAP) for Tirana which just last week got submitted to the Covenant of Mayors in 

Brussels. The SEAP is a very important document for the Municipality of Tirana to lead the City 

of Tirana into a more sustainable and environmental friendly future. 

The SEAP is in accordance with the Albanian legislation in vigor, the law no. 138/2013 „On 

renewable energy sources“. 

The MoT will initiate the required measures and legal requirements as far as possible and 

allowed for the authority of the local government in Albania. A positive result of the SEAP and 
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the monitoring of measures regarding energy consumption is therefore highly depending on the 

policies decided on the national government level. 

A law on "Energy Efficiency" is under process of development on National Government 

(Ministry of Energy & Industry) level but not yet finalized nor put into power yet. Therefore the 

MoT has a restricted legal framework to operate on and will have to adapt their strategies or 

measures to national policies and legal requirement as soon as made official.  

Dear Ladies and gentlemen, 

Sustainable development is one of the greatest challenges of humanity in the 21
st
 century 

Achieving sustainable development is not an easy task. It is a hard and long and inevitable 

process. The realization of many important aspects of that process requires time that exceeds the 

four-year mandate of the elected representatives of the regional or local government.  

In order for the effects of sustainable development to become permanent, it is necessary to 

ensure the continuity of the process. For launching of that process it is extremely important to 

have a “favorable climate” in the society in which it is initiated. 

We are responsible for the prosperity of our planet and the quality of life of future generations.  

Thank you for your attention, 


